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In the last few years the frequency of severe 
weather has increased due to changing weather 
patterns all over the United States and with the 
spring season right around the corner, the po-
tential for severe storms will also increase. 
Have you ever given any thought to where you 
would go within your home in the event of a 
severe storm or tornadtic event to seek emer-
gency shelter? !e rule of thumb is always 
move to the lowest point in your home, close 
to foundation and interior structure in the event 
of a severe storm or tornado. Stay away from 
windows, doors and the corners of the exterior 
walls. However this may not insure your safety 
depending on the severity of the storm. 
To insure your safety during a severe storm a 
storm shelter needs to be planned, engineered 
and constructed within your home. As with 
most home improvement projects the options 
for size and type of storm shelters range greatly 
in size and complexity.
Here are a some important points to consider 
when planning a storm shelter installation in 
your home.

If possible, locate the storm shelter 
somewhere that will not interrupt or take 
away from living space and daily activity.  
Example: if located in the garage - this may 
disrupt storage space and general use of the 
garage.
!ink about accessibility to the storm shelter 
in the event of an emergency.
Realize that investment in a storm shelter 
will not only provide peace of mind but also 
add value to your home at resale.
Consider multi-fuctional shelters.  
Example: safe room, secure storage  
and storm shelter in one unit.
Notify your local Fire Department once 
installation is complete.

Consider options for your shelter such as 
additional ventilation, battery powered 
lighting, and water and food storage.
Con"gurations and options vary greatly 
in size, location and cost, here is a list of 
examples…

���Workbench units mounted in garages or 
workshops.

���Stand alone / bolt in boxes:  
Must be bolted to concrete #oors.

���In-ground garage #oor units:�
�Concrete cutting and excavation required.

��Interior and exterior units.
���Crawlspace and basement units:�

Usually are custom designed to 
accommodate existing dimensions.

��In-ground and above ground units.
��Masonry and steel units
��Custom built masonry units and pre-
manufactured steel.
Consult with a local quali"ed contractor to 
provide further planning and estimate options.
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