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Gutters: An important part of your home
Fall will be here before we know it cre-

ating beautiful leaves and cooler tempera-
tures. Cleaning the falling leaves from your 
gutters is an annual and very important 
maintenance activity.

This month, I have provided some gener-
al dialog regarding the proper maintenance 
and function for the gutters on your home.

Obviously, the most important gutter 
maintenance item is simply keeping leaves 
and general debris from building up inside 
the gutter itself. Always consider ladder 
safety when inspecting and cleaning gut-
ters.

Downspouts and underground drains 
can also get clogged and must be kept clean 
and flowing properly. If downspouts are 
connected to underground plastic drainage 
tile, it is common for these tiles to become 
clogged with roots from landscape plans 
and debris. A good way to check is to sim-
ply use a hose, run water into the gutter/
downspout and confirm that the water is 
flowing/exiting through the system prop-
erly. Some common problems caused by 
gutters functioning improperly:

• Water damage and rot at soffits, facia 
board and exterior trim/siding.

• Ponding ground water from uncon-
trolled roof run-off can drain into base-
ments and crawlspaces. Eventual damage to 
foundations can also occur.

• Damage to the gutter itself from pond-
ing water and freezing conditions, gutter 
replacement maybe required.

Gutter guards are not always the answer 
(there are Pros and Cons).

There are a large variety of gutter guards 
on the market today and just as large a range 
in pricing. The type of gutter guards should 
be carefully considered before installation.

Depending on the type of trees and leaf 
shed gutter guards can still become clogged 
creating the same problems mentioned 
above. If a gutter is extremely inaccessible, 
2nd and 3rd story, a guard is a wise invest-
ment. 

Generally periodic cleaning and inspec-
tion by an able bodied person is the best so-
lution and as mentioned above, always use 
proper ladder safety. 

If you have questions as to if your gutters 
are functioning properly or if gutter guards 
are needed to protect your system contact 
a qualified local contractor for a free in-
spection and recommendation. I hope this 
months tips were helpful and have a great 
fall season. TsT
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